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Eccl 1:2, 2:21-23; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21 

  All things are vanity! … For what profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of 

heart with which he has labored under the sun? … This also is vanity.  This statement from our 

first reading points to the sometimes enormous effort we place on things that are temporary.   But 

where does this get us.  Beating someone in something is only a passing victory, the more we 

look good for others, the more we have to keep up these appearances, and the temporary nature 

of all material things on earth makes these things - over time - unsatisfactory. 

 Well that’s kinda depressing!   How else am I going to feel personal satisfaction unless I 

can measure myself against others and find myself to be the one on top - how else can I be 

complete unless I get all that is coming to me?!  This last one might be what motivated the man 

in the Gospel to demand of Jesus: Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.  

How many of us know - or have been involved in - family disputes about the family property?  

What a sad thing.  Jesus knows that this man is motivated by greed, not by a true sense of justice, 

and certainly not by family love - which is why he tells a parable about greed right after.  The 

most just and important thing in a family as that the members love each other.  When matters of 

settling the estate cause a loss of this love, or bring about legally unjust behavior (like this man’s 

brother seems to have displayed) - then really there is a loss of the natural justice - the love each 

family member is due from the other.   If the estate is the problem, then is should be tossed aside.  

However, this man is unwilling to do this.  He cannot forgive his brother, he cannot let go of the 

material, and the situation has become a fight between them.  If his brother will not give him 

legal justice then he has two choices: (1) continue to fight with him, learn to hate him, always 

resent him (and still maybe never get the inheritance), or (2) surrender the estate - and focus on 

giving his brother the love due him in natural justice despite not being treated fairly. 

 Just wait one darn minute, you may say!  Let go of what is coming to him?  That’s not 

fair!  His brother should give him what is due … true … it is not right for him to be denied … 

true again.  But what is the man’s focus?  Is it in getting what is legally due to him, or preserving 

the natural good and the duty to love.  We already know that he is motivated by greed - not love.  

If he was to win, he would get himself more money and belongings, but he may have to let go 

what really matters to God - the love.  The man in the parable Jesus tells thinks that his 



possessions will being him lasting security, but then his great and greedy plan fall apart.   Jesus 

teaches: Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what 

matters to God.  The real takeaway is that the things that matter to God that are more significant 

and important to hold on to than the vanities of the world - which are only temporary - after all, 

you can’t take it with you when you die (as the man in the parable quickly finds out). 

 Having to part with one thing to gain another is not a foreign concept.  Jesus will tell us 

elsewhere …if your eye is causing you to sin, tear it out and throw it away from you. It is better 

for you to enter life with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fiery hell.  In the 

case of the man seeking the inheritance from his brother: “if the inheritance causes you to sin (by 

hating your brother) then throw it to the side.  It is better to loose your inheritance on earth 

(which is going to go away anyway) then to risk loosing your eternal inheritance.”  St. Paul 

wisely counsels us: Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.  The man’s inheritance is a 

thing of earth, love is of heaven. 

 So you may ask yourself: what are the inheritances I am holding on to.  What are the 

things that I believe to be due to me that I focus on with a greed that takes me out of the love of 

Christ?  This may be material things (like the dispute over a Buick Electra 225 that caused my 

father and his sister to not speak for 20 years).  It may be a recognition that someone has not 

given us what is coming to us, and we are bitter (like the person who did not give you the credit 

for something, or did not thank you properly).  It may be your frustration at your whole situation 

in life (for which you are angry with God) - all these things are vanity!  If your need for these 

things causes you to be hateful or dismissive to another; if your bitterness over your lot in life 

has caused distance between you and God - then now is the time to toss it aside.  St. Paul 

counsels this when he advises: Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly.   

 In this Mass today think of these things of earth that are holding you back from a fuller 

union with the love of Christ.  Offer these things to God as you place your offering on the altar at 

the offertory.  Sacrifice these to Christ and let go of them - so that when you receive the 

Eucharist you can receive the eternal things that Jesus will provide you in compensation - the 

eternal things of which there is no equal on earth.


